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post of the Hudson's Bay Company, and consorted with
Eskimos. His purpose was an exploration, not of the Arctic
tundra and frozen islands, but of what he calls the mental fact of
the Eskimo world.
To most of us, I thinfcj such an exploration would seem to
offer a very meagre reward. The Eskimo world, as we imagine
it, is one of desperate poverty, of a meaningless eternal battle
with nature, of squalid survival in circumstances of acute dis-
comfort. That is our conception of Eskimo life, and it is only
a matter for slightly amused bewilderment that so many photo-
graphs of the Eskimos show them to be a merry people. Despite
the conditions in which they live, that should make them wear
a look of perpetual misery, their Asiatic features, plump in
youth or creased with age, are often crumpled by laughter,
aglow with gaiety. But if we pause to wonder why, we soon
rlfemigs the anomaly as a mere freak of nature. De Poncins,
however, found a more satisfying explanation.
He was an honest explorer, and he is a good writer with a
gift of vivid phrasing that makes his discovery attractively clear,
He describes his Eskimo friends without sentimentality, and he
confirms our belief that their life is fearfully precarious, that
their domestic habits are squalid, and their pleasure brutal.
He does not minify his own disgust, when first he slept in a
crowded igloo, with its litter of salmon-bones and seal-meat, its
stink of humanity and rotten fish, of carrion, and the circulating
chamber-pot. He does not conceal the horror — and this was
after he had slept in many igloos — with which he woke to see
his Eskimo hosts, ravenous with sudden greed, feasting on a
frozen seal. Their appetite was insatiable, their posture that of
beasts over a carcass, and their hands, most nauseatingly dis-
coloured and glazed with fat, were hideously active. Here, as in
the blizzards that surround their feasting, is utter savagery.
But de Poncins, learning to recognize the filth and ugliness of
their lives as non-essentials, may persuade the reader to acquire
his own discernment.
The essential facts, in the Eskimo world, are its virtues.
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